It was in events that tied to the formation of a new alliance of political forces represented by numerous representatives of the indigenous population, creating the greatest contradictions of the regime, which later added external actors -Sierra Leone and the United States. The complex of contradictions formed in the country and the interests of the participants of the conflict are visualized in two matrices, which reflect the author's concept of understanding the driving forces and the origins of a series of civil wars in Liberia.
Presenting the Main Material 1. Introduction. Context of the Civil Wars in Liberia
Liberia is one of the post-conflict West African states that shares borders with Guinea on the north, the Atlantic Ocean to its south, Sierra Leone to the northwest and Cote d'Ivoire to the east. In addition to resources like iron ore, timber, diamonds, gold and rubber, the land is gifted with climate that is suitable for farming. However, the state has a delicate economy, fragile democracy and troubles with ethnically diverse population.
Literature on the country's political, economic and social dynamics implies that the two civil wars fought from 1989 up to 2003 are the core reasons for the fragile situation in Liberia. Those outbreaks brought devastation not only for the Liberians but also for neighboring countries because Всесвітня історія of putting up with refugees due to the armed conflict. For this reason, understanding the conflict context along with the causes, actors and dynamics deems appropriate.
Today's Liberia, historically, known as the Pepper Coast due to its abundant melegueta pepper grains was the land of native African tribes. In 1821 though, the American Colonization Society (ACS) established contact with indigenous leaders to discuss the possibility of obtaining land to settle freed slaves from America (Dick, 2003) . As a result, freed slaves known as "the Americo-Liberians" began to arrive.
Even though the ACS entrance seems to alleviate the opposition of slaves in the United States, it established an exclusive state for settlers. Gerdes (2013: 16) argued that the main activities of ACS were concentrated on "securing land, organizing emigration, sending agents to rule the colony, and financing the supply of consumer goods supporting the early settlers." Those actions gave the settlers political and economic autonomy over the natives even after integration with indigenous community had been made through marriage (Dennis, 2006) . They tried to stop any opposition of the natives by force and treaties were usually concluded in their favor (Galvanek, 2016) .
After settlers' regime came to an end in 1980 with the killing of President Tolbert, the term of Samuel Doe and Charles Taylor could not conclude the history of autocracy that had been existing over a century. Ethnic favoritism and severe human right abuses were added to the already delicate political, economic and social dynamics of the country (Galvanek, 2016; Kraaij, 2015) . Those internal issues coupled with the external factor led to the first (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) and the second (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) civil war of Liberia.
Causes of the Civil Wars
The fundamental causes for the first civil war include the autocratic rule of the Americo-Liberians, repressive regimes followed, ethnic bigotry and rampant corruption. In addition to failure of addressing the underlying roots of the first civil war, incomplete transitional processes after the first civil war caused the second civil war. It is important to note that external factors also played their role. These issues are discussed hereunder and illustrated in a conflict tree.
The Americo-Liberian Rule The Americo-Liberian regime is one of the root causes of Liberian prolonged civil war due to its preferential and discriminatory policy by excluding indigenous communities. They changed the centralized, de-centralized and mixed socio-political organization of the indigenous population to a centralized one and assumed prominent positions in the executive, legislative and judiciary organs (Kieh, 2012) .
The state was also dominated by one party, namely the True Whig Party. Some even contend there is a similarity between methods used by European colonial powers and those of the Americo-Liberians and consider their policy as "black imperialism" (Akpan, 1973) . The "so say one, so say we all" law-making approach also gave ultimate power to the President at the time (Kieh, 2012) . As soon as a bill forwarded by the President had been read, the legislator just proclaimed "so say one, so say we all" and it was passed through some channels to become a law (Kieh, 2012) .
Autocracy was boldly manifested itself under the administration of Tubman (1944 Tubman ( -1971 and Tolbert (1971 Tolbert ( -1980 . Their term was marked by centralized administration, fearful security, misuse of public funds and unlimited presidential term (Galvanek, 2016) . Due to that, settlers faced attacks from indigenous community over land possession, representation and trading among others (Kieh, 2012) .
Economic-wise, the "Open Door" policy made foreign investors profitable while people at grassroots lives in destitute (Dick, 2003) . US rubber and iron ore plants that prospered from the export of Liberia's raw materials and cheap local labor in exchange for loans and donations made the state economy dependent on foreign investment 1 . Furthermore, indigenous communities were stigmatized. Since the Americo-Liberians appreciate the life of Westerners, they labeled the natives as "barbarians" and disregarded their culture and values which had existed well before 1821 (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009; Akpan, 1973) . The natives also oppose the political label "Americo-Liberians" due to its potential to abolish any chance of cultural and societal integration between them and settlers (Galvanek, 2016) .
Repressive Rule of Doe and Taylor
The administration of Doe (1986 Doe ( -1990 and Taylor (1997 Taylor ( -2003 succeeded in neither democratically reconstituting Liberia nor protecting human rights. Occasions for leaders of civil society, journalists, labor unions, students, opposing political parties and civilians to be intimidated, arrested, raped and forced to exile were many (Galvanek, 2016; Kieh, 2012 , Dick, 2003 2 . The 1984 military invasion of the University of Liberia, mass killings of the Gio and Mano tribes in Doe's term, similar retribution attacks on the Krahn and Mandingo tribes after 1989 and recruitment of child soldiers under Taylor's term are notable cases.
Ethnic Hegemony
Ethnicity was not a big issue for the Liberians till Doe's term. As Galvanek (2016) puts it, his regime was typified by ethnic domination which favored the Krahn ethnic group where he had come from. The ethnic bigotry increased particularly following the assassination attempt on Doe organized by Thomas Quiwonkpa in 1985 who came from the Nimba County (Galvanek, 2016) . The Doe's administration attacked the Gio and Mano ethnic groups in the Nimba province in retribution which furthered the hostility. The politicization of ethnicity also continued in Taylor's term. During the civil war years many people from the Krahn as well as Gio and Mano tribes were massacred. People from the Madingo tribes -foreign immigrants from Guinea were also victims during Taylor's regime because they had links with Samuel Doe (Kieh, 2009) .
Rampant Corruption
Economic benefit became a motivation to seize and stay in power before and after 1989. During Tolbert's Presidency, the wealth of few higher government officials including the President was way higher than the state budget (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009 ). The President also abused housing funds for lower income communities to build mansions for people at the ministerial level in 1970 (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009) . Low salaries of civil servants and lack of a property right also pushed government employees to misuse public funds and properties (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009) . Doe and Taylor were also openly criticized for illicit enrichment which resulted in departure of foreign companies from Liberia, huge economic loss at the national level and left ordinary citizens with deprivation (Galvanek, 2016; The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009; Dick, 2003 
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Failure of Transitional Process
The main post first civil war transitional activities in Liberia were Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Re-integration (DDRR) and the Security Sector Reform (SSR). However, their execution was incomplete (Herbert, 2014; Kieh, 2009) . The fact that short time was allotted for the disarmament exercise, absence of special camps to encamp ex-combatants, lack of education and training for ex-combatants to learn new skills and the absence of programs to create awareness to both excombatants and the community that re-integration was taking place made the DDRR symbolic (Herbert, 2014; Kieh, 2009) . Due to the above, ex-combatants who had nothing to do were engaged in abusing drugs, common crimes and even re-joined warring factions.
On the other hand, once Taylor had assumed Presidency in 1997, he rejected the Abuja II Peace accord that had finished the first civil war and opened doors for restructuring transparent security forces (Herbert, 2014; Kieh, 2009) . Hence, the state featured unprofessional and brutal military forces that had been terrorizing and traumatizing the society till 2003.
External Factors
The governments in Liberia formed an alliance with international and regional actors at different points in time, which directly or indirectly contributed to the civil wars. For instance, the involvement of foreign investors in rubber, iron ore and other trading activities and departure of the US after the cold war added significantly to economic deprivation (Dick, 2003) . W ithholding of development assistance by the EU and the US during the second civil war also exacerbated the warfare 3 . Regionally; Doe's administration formed an alliance with the Sierra Leon government, which involved assistance to the Krahn and Mandingo ethnic groups in escaping Taylor's army and regrouping to launch an attack on the Taylor led-National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) during the first civil war (Dick, 2003) . On the other hand, the Sierra Leone government contributed to the withholding of aid to Liberia by international community due to Taylor's support of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) -a rebel group in Sierra Leone 4 . President Taylor also formed an alliance with Burkina Faso, Gambia and Cote d'Ivoire. The Antiterrorist Unit (ATU) that was caught up in various criminal acts like looting and murder as of 2002 was also composed of the Special Forces from Burkina Faso and Gambia
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. Even though Cote d'Ivoire was complicit in allowing Taylor to launch an attack from its borders in 1989, it denied access to Liberian refugees in 1996 for security reasons (Dick, 2003) . The Government of Ghana also denied access to the Liberians for similar reason (Dick, 2003) .
Even though the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) sent a force named the ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) in 1990 to intervene in the Liberian civil war, the force was underpaid. Dick (2003: 9) mentioned that "as the conflict became more protracted, reports are that ECOMOG soldiers who were underpaid and understaffed entered into deals with warring factions, thus also benefiting from the 'business of war'". This implies that the peacekeeping force was engaged in exploiting resources of Liberia.
Actors of the Civil war
Different parties with their own interests were involved in the two Liberian civil wars. Broadly, they can be classified as primary, secondary and tertiary actors.
Primary Actors
The principal actors in the first civil war were political figures, the security forces, as well as other individuals and groups in Doe's administration, the NPFL forces led by Taylor and other warring factions. These parties were fighting for political power, economic gain and social autonomy (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009; Dick, 2003; Akpan, 1973) . Moreover; people from the Krahn, Gio, Mano and Mandingo tribes were involved (The Advocates for Human Rights, 2009; Dick, 2003) .
On the other hand; Taylor's administration, opposition groups like the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) as well as the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) and other warring factions were chief actors in the second civil war (Kieh, 2009) 
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Secondary Actors
Neighboring states like Sierra Leone, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Cote d'Ivoire, Nigeria and Ghana were involved in two civil wars for national and regional security reasons (Cook, 2003; Dick, 2003) . Nigeria and Ghana were primary contributors of troops for the ECOMOG (Dick, 2003) . International actors like the UN, the US and the EU were also involved in issues involving donation, regional security and refugees. The UN also sent a force named the United Nation Observer Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL) in 1997 to monitor the compliance with the ban, support the ECOMOG and render humanitarian assistance (Cook, 2003) .
Tertiary Actors Different humanitarian organizations like the UNHCR, the USAID, the UNICEF and the International Red Cross were involved in relief works for internally displaced communities and refugees against the poor infrastructure of the country and life-threatening conditions (Cook, 2003) 7 .
Dynamics of the Civil Wars
The underlying grievances at the systematic exclusion and marginalization of indigenous community due to the Americo-Liberians were voiced openly and resulted in the assassination of President Tolbert in a coup d'é tat organized by Sergeant Samuel Doe on 12 April 1980, which made the settlers' regime come to an end (Dick, 2003) . However, President Doe was unable to solve the fundamental problems of the Liberians.
The fact that Doe was encircled by his own ethnic group -the Krahn, coupled with the repressive ruling, fraudulent results of 1985 election and mass killings of the Gio and Mano tribes, following a coup-attempt on Doe by Quiwonkpa on 1985, deteriorated the legitimacy of the government (Kraaij, 2015; Galvanek, 2016) . Finally, on 24 December 1989, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) led by
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Charles Taylor launched an attack on the Nimba County (Dick, 2003) . This was the beginning of the first Liberian civil war and most of NPFL members were from marginalized tribes -Gio and Mano.
The war was intense with massive bloodshed throughout the 1990s between the Armed forces of Liberia (AFL) and the Krahn tribes on Doe's side, the NPFL with the Gio and Mano tribes, the Johnson-led Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) of the Gio tribe, the Krahnled United Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy (ULIMO) and the Mandingo-led ULIMO 8 . To stop the atrocities, the ECOW AS formed the ECOMOG in August 1990 to keep law and order in Liberia (Dick, 2003) . Though tiresome to get factional leaders in to an agreement, the ECOWAS was able to succeed in the "Abuja Peace Agreement" in 1996, which paved the way for presidential election won by Taylor in 1997 (Galvanek, 2016) . The UN also sent the UNOMIL to help the ECOMOG executing the agreement in 1993 9 . In Taylor's terms, however, the failure of transitional processes after the first civil war, repressive actions by the government, violation of cease-fire agreements, the fact that the government as well as rebel leaders relentlessly worked for personal enrichment, unemployment and poverty weakened the position of Liberia instrumentally (Kieh, 2009) . Those situations created a fertile ground for insurgencies of the first civil war to strengthen further.
In April 1999, the LURD composed of some ULIMO fighters who were supported by Guinea entered Liberia and started attacking Taylor's government. Other internal opposition groups like the MODEL and other small insurgencies were also created. W hile Taylor supported the opposition group RUF in fighting the Sierra Leone government, Sierra Leone supported the LURD. The above turned Liberia into a complex war zone and threatened regional security (Dick, 2003) 10 . Different national, regional and international interven- 
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. What is more the UNHCR, the USAID and other NGOs were involved in relief activities. However there were occasions where they were forced to leave some areas due to looting of their equipment (Cook, 2003) .
The UN Security Council also introduced sanctions on arms importation, diamond export and foreign travels of high government officials of Liberia due to Taylor's role in exacerbating the war in Sierra Leone by supporting the RUF in 2001
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. In 2002, the Sierra Leone government and the UN set up a special court to prosecute those responsible for atrocities in the civil war. Consequently, on 4 June 2004, the court issued an arrest warrant for President Taylor to make him responsible for war crimes and crimes against humanity 13 .
Finally, 14 years of civil war that led to the killing of thousands of the Liberians, displacement of millions and annihilation of the most of the country's infrastructure and livelihood of the community ended with the Accra Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed between warring factions on 18 August 2003 in Accra, Ghana. President Taylor stepped down in August 2003 and was brought to a special court in 2006 (Kraaij, 2015 . Eventually, the UNMIL and the ECOMIL had been engaged in disarmament, coordinating relief work and peacekeeping till and after Ellen Johnson Sirleaf took power in 2005
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Conclusion
The discussion in this article generally depicts a clear link of the violent conflict developed in Liberia between 1989 and 2003 to historic structures established by the initial colonization of the country by freed slaves from America and then the domination of the country by the AmericoLiberians. The above is then connected to more recent developments and factors, including those at the subregional level. The involvement of parties with opposing views at the local and regional levels intensified the civil unrest to a point where efforts to enumerate displaced local population, refugees and death tolls became tough.
It is to be noted that removal of deep-rooted structural issues of exclusion, marginalization and inequities takes a great deal of time and resources. Unless efforts are made to transform the Liberian socio-political system through democratic reconstruction of the state, it is the belief of the author that the end of the war in 2003 in no guarantee of long lasting peace in Liberia.
